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tion, as to display that lustre which before was buried
among common stones.

It is justly considered as 'the greatest excellency of art,
to imitate nature; but it is necessary to distinguish those
parts of nature, which are most proper for imitation;
greater care is still required in representing life, which is
so often discoloured by passion, or deformed by wicked-
ness. If the world be promiscuously described, I cannot
see of what use it can be to read the account; or why it
may not be as safe to turn the eye immediately upon man-
kind as upon a mirror which shows all that presents itself
without discrimination.

It is, therefore, not a sufficient vindication of a character,
that it is drawn as it appears; for many characters ought
never to be drawn -/nor of a narrative, that the train of
events is agreeable to observation and experience; for that
observation which is called knowledge of the world, will be
found much more frequently to make men cunning than
good. The purpose of these writings is surely not only to
show mankind, but to provide that they may be seen here-
after with less hazard : to teach the means of avoiding the
snares which are laid by treachery for innocence, without
infusing any wish for that superiority with which the be-
trayer flatters his vanity; to give the power of counteract-
ing fraud, without the temptation to practise it; to initiate
youth by mock encounters in the art of necessary defence,
and to increase prudence without impairing virtue.

Many writers, for the sake of following nature, so mingle
good and bad qualities in their principal personages, that
they are both equally conspicuous; and as we accompany
them through their adventures with delight, and are led
by degrees to interest ourselves in their favour, we lose
the abhorrence of their faults, because they do not hinder
our pleasure, or, perhaps, regard them with some kindness,
,for being united with so much merit.

There have been men, indeed, splendidly wicked, whose
endowments threw a brightness on their crimes, and whom